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380 The Sewanee Review 

Sonnets from the Trophies of Jose-Maria de Heredia. Rendered 
in English by Edward Robeson Taylor. San Francisco : Printed for the 
author, 1913. 

Mr. Edward Robeson Taylor, a lawyer and author of the 
Pacific coast, has lately revised and reprinted his renderings of 
the Sonnets contained in Heredia's les Trophies (1893). These 
translations were published originally in 1897, and have been 
republished several times since. Mr. Taylor is rendering a 
distinct service to modern poetry in making Heredia available to 
a larger number of readers. It is true that such art as Heredia's 
may be expressed in the French, but as the translator points out, 
in no language has the sonnet reached greater variety, or force, 
or beauty, than in the English, and the sonnet form has become 
deeply rooted in our literary soil. 

Jos6-Maria de Heredia (1842- 1905) is classed with the French 
parnassians, representing a reaction against the romantic 
tendencies of the earlier part of the nineteenth century. While 
he was born in Cuba of a Spanish father, his mother was a 
Frenchwoman of fine culture. At eight years of age she sent 
him to France for his education. He settled eventually at 
Paris, becoming a thorough Frenchman. In 1 897 he was made 
Librarian of the choice Arsenal Library. Edmund Gosse assures 
us that he was no more Spanish than was Rossetti Italian. 

Heredia is little known in America, for owing to technical 
difficulties and greed of publishers his poems have never been 
annotated for college use by our American houses. He is one 
of the great masters of the French sonnet. His poems cover the 
whole range of history, with a strong predilection for Grecian 
mythological subjects. The author is accustomed to use the 
final tercet as a prophecy or wider vision to which the whole 
poem leads up. B. E. Young. 



The Yale Review for July 1914 contains a splendid list of 
articles and contributors. In solidity and variety of contents 
and in attractiveness of typography, the Yale Review holds a 
foremost place among the periodicals of this country. 



